
What happens in custody?

ARREST WAITING 
AREA

CUSTODY 
DESK

(with adult)

Check you 
understand why 
you are here

Things are 
locked away

May be 
strip searched

Your 
measurements 

are taken

Talk to 
a Doctor

Wellbeing
check

Body search

May have to 
go to hospital

WAIT IN 
CELL

Your adult 
is called

(Family or worker)

Solicitor 
is called

PRIVATE 
MEETING 

WITH:

Solicitor

Appropriate 
adult

Drugs test

Mouth swab for DNA

No further action is taken

Released under investigation. 
(Police look for more evidence)

Bail: Released and told to 
come back (upto 28 days)

Work with community team 
(Preventation & Diversion)

Go to court

INTERVIEW
Chance to tell 

your story

Comment No Comment

Wellbeing results

CUSTODY 
DESK

•	Told why you are here
•	Check your health and 

wellbeing
•	Make sure you are safe
•	Do you want a solicitor?
•	Who is your appropriate 

adult?

Photograph taken

Fingerprints taken

Speech and Language Therapy & Youth Justice Services 
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