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HMI Mike Cunningham's assessment of South 
Yorkshire Police – Transcript 

Hello. I’m Mike Cunningham and I’m Her Majesty’s Inspector of Constabulary for 
South Yorkshire Police. I am one of five inspectors, and our role is to inspect police 
forces on behalf of the public. Each year we produce an annual assessment of how 
each force is performing.   

I am satisfied with some aspects of the performance of South Yorkshire Police in 
keeping people safe and reducing crime, but there are also areas in need of 
improvement in order to provide a consistently good service. 

The force is generally good at keeping people safe and reducing crime. It works well 
with others and has an effective approach to crime prevention, tackling anti-social 
behaviour and disrupting the activity of organised crime groups. However, the force’s 
approach to investigating crime and managing offenders requires improvement. 

The force has taken positive steps to improve how it identifies and protects 
vulnerable people and these improvements need to continue.  

South Yorkshire Police has a good understanding of the demand on its services. It 
has a balanced budget and a good track record of achieving savings, with plans in 
place for future savings. However I am concerned that the financial challenge of 
historic investigations is a risk to South Yorkshire Police’s financial plans and the 
force’s long term sustainability. 

The force has made good progress during 2015 in implementing its new operating 
model and is working closely with Humberside Police. It engages well with the 
communities of South Yorkshire through social media and tailored communication 
with groups for whom English is not their first language. 

In the year ahead, I will be particularly interested to see the continued improvement 
in the force’s response to child sexual exploitation, and in its response to victims of 
domestic abuse.  
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