
 

 

 

 

 

 

HMI Mike Cunningham's assessment of Cleveland 
Police 

Hello. I’m Mike Cunningham and I’m Her Majesty’s Inspector of Constabulary for 

Cleveland Police. Our role is to inspect police forces on behalf of the public, and I am 

one of five inspectors appointed by the Queen. We are independent of government 

and police forces.  

This year we are introducing a new way of inspecting the police and reporting our 

findings to you the public. We have called this approach the PEEL assessments, and 

this means police effectiveness, efficiency and legitimacy. 

 In relation to effectiveness my assessment for Cleveland Police in 2014 is that the 

force is good at reducing crime and preventing offending, and is good at 

investigating offending. However, it requires improvement in the way it tackles anti-

social behaviour; 

In relation to efficiency, HMIC found that Cleveland Police has made excellent 

progress in achieving the savings it needs while working hard to protect its frontline 

crime-fighting roles. It has had one of the largest reductions in police officer 

numbers, and has transformed the way it provides policing to get better value for 

money from fewer resources. 

In relation to legitimacy, the force is acting to achieve fairness and legitimacy in 

some of the practices that we examined this year.  

I have been impressed with the strong victim focus the force has. It works well with 

local partners to make the best use of resources. The force is focusing resources on 

providing support to victims of domestic abuse and in pursuing domestic abuse 

perpetrators. 

However, I have concerns about the force’s approach to crime recording and will be 

interested to see how the force’s addresses the recommendations from the crime 

data integrity report. 
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In the coming year I will also be interested to see  

  how the force improves its understanding of anti social behaviour; and   

 how it improves the consistency of investigations. 

Next year we will be seeing how forces have responded to this assessment, and we 

will give them overall grades so that you can see, at a glance, how well your force is 

doing. 

 


